Tiverton Swords

Tiverton

Devon

CONSTITUTION

1.
Title


The Club shall be known as "Tiverton Swords”.  Hereafter referred to as 'the club'.

2.
Objectives


The objects of the Club are:


2.1
To further the interests of fencing within Tiverton and surrounding areas


2.2
To provide facilities to meet members' interests in fencing and coaching of all three weapons.


2.3
To promote interest in fencing among members.


2.4
To support the BFA.  For this purpose the Club shall be affiliated to the BFA



and shall encourage its members to become individual members of the BFA.

3.
Membership

3.1
Membership of the Club is open to everyone who is an amateur as defined by the BFA


3.2
Each member must sign an agreement to abide by the rules of the club and salle.


3.3
There will be three classes of membership:



Musketeers (U14)



Junior (U18)



Senior (Adult)


3.4
Annual membership and session fees will be determined by the committee and approved at the AGM.


3.5
The Club Committee reserves the right of refusing or cancelling membership without giving a reason.

4.
Officers


4.1
The affairs of the Club shall be administered by a Committee consisting of.



Chairperson



Treasurer



Secretary




Fencing Coach



U18 Representative



Parent of an U15



Co-opted: Match Secretary




Competition Secretary

5.
Committee


5.1
The Committee shall have power to co-opt anyone to its meetings, but he or she shall not have the power to vote.  


5.2
The Committee shall have the power to fill casual vacancies. 


5.3
The Chairman shall have a casting vote at a Committee meeting.


5.4
Three (3) Members shall form a quorum at a Committee meeting. 

6.
Elections


6.1
Nominations must have the consent of the person nominated to serve, if elected.


6.2
The officers and Committee members shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting by a simple majority of those voting.

7.
Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting shall be called each June by the  Secretary - giving not less than 14 days notice.  The notice must include details of any proposed changes in the Club rules.


7.1
Accounts will be presented at the AGM.  


7.2  Changes to the constitution and number of officers of the club should be revisited and


 
adjusted to suit the development of the club.


7.3
Items for discussion at the meeting must be given in writing seven days before the meeting.

7.4
Only those fully paid up members of the club who are over 15 and have been fencing for more than 6 months are eligible to vote.


7.5
The interests of the U15 members shall be represented by 1 parent for every 15 members. The parent must be nominated before the beginning of the meeting.


7.6
Postal/proxy votes will be accepted.


7.7
Quorum shall be a third(1/3) of all members (incl postal votes) over the age of 15, plus full committee members.


7.8
Decisions shall be by a simple majority of full members attending the meeting and postal votes received.


7.9.  The Chairperson shall have a casting vote at an AGM.

8.    Special General Meeting (SGM)

8.1 The Chairperson may call a Special General Meeting to resolve a serious problem or if a proposal is made to alter the constitution.  18 days notice must be given prior to a SGM.

9.    Amendment

9.1 The constitution can be amended with a majority vote at the AGM or an SGM called for the purpose.

10.   Assets/property/effects

10.1   These are the responsibility of the Committee at all times who shall see that they are maintained in good order.

11.  Income/expenditure

11.1  This is the responsibility of the Treasurer and Committee.  Proper accounts shall be kept, tabled at each Committee meeting and AGM.  Accounts should be audited or examined annually according to current law by a qualified person who is not a member.  The accounting year shall run from 01 April to 31 March.

11.2  A bank account shall be opened in the name of the organisation and the signatures of two committee members will be needed for cheques to be drawn on the account.

12.
Dissolution.

12.1
 If at any General Meeting of the club, a resolution be passed calling for the dissolution of the club, the secretary shall immediately convene a Special General Meeting of the club to be held not less than one month after the discussion and vote on the resolution.


12.2
If at the Special General Meeting, the resolution is carried by at least two-thirds of the full members attending the meeting, the committee shall thereupon, or at another specified date, proceed to realise the assets of the club and discharge all debts and liabilities of the club.


12.3
The club recognises that individuals purchasing equipment for the club with their own funds deserve reimbursement.  If in the event of dissolution this has not taken place, those individuals have the right to reclaim that equipment equivalent to the outstanding debt with the existing committee’s supervision.


12.4  All remaining equipment belonging to the club shall be distributed amongst local clubs.


12.5
All remaining monies shall be passed to the BFA, for use in the South West Region.      

AMENDED: 9 July 2008

